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March 20, 1913
[Written on GREEN COURT THE HILL AUGUSTA stationary]
[Handwritten letter]
Dear Mr. Stewart.
In a letter received from Dr. Meyer yesterday, he asks me to send you my views of the requests made by
Rev. Mr. Horton to use the mailing list of The Fundamentals for the exploitation of the Kings Business
and the Los Angeles Bible Institute. One cannot help being interested in and perhaps admiring not only
the persistence but the insistence with which Mr. Horton presses his case in the face of an established
policy and repeated refusals to grant his requests. Knowing how deep in your thought and purpose is the
present and future of the Bible Institute, I can understand how such appeals to you arouse your sympathy
and cause you to waver in your judgment, if not in the great objective which you had in mind when you
conceived of The Fundamentals and their distribution throughout the World. I want to commend your
wisdom in the formation of a Committee clothed
[Page 2]
with power to conduct the work, outline polices and maintain them, thus providing a barrier against which
pressure from the outside, the friendly inside or even of self interest might spend itself. I believe you
foresaw just such crises as the present one, and realizing the weakness of human nature, made this
splendid provision for your protection. The Committee must now be loyal to its trust, to the confidence
you have placed in it, and not fail you in this crucial time. It will not do to mar the noble record that has
been made, to put a stain or even a question mark upon the purity of motive, or singleness of purpose of
the two unknown but consecrated laymen. They stand in a unique place before the religious world, and
are today, and will be for many years to come an inspiration to thousands, of unselfish, wholehearted
devotion to the cause of Jesus Christ. In my opinion and judgment to hold this advanced and high
position, to safeguard the unquestioned
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influence of the books, to remain true to the original object “to fight unbelief and strengthen belief in the
word of God and the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the Earth” no advertisement can ever be allowed in
The Fundamentals and no use can ever be made of the mailing list, no matter how meritorious the cause.
To put advertisements into the books would immediately change the character of the books and give rise
to serious questions; among others that of commercialism; that of a hidden motive of promoting the Kings
Business or the Institute under the guise of a disinterested purpose; that of a desire to make known the
identity of the two laymen. The mailing list while unseen and therefore in a degree different from the
books, is yet bound to them and becomes a part of them. To use the one is but the entering wedge to the
use of the other; both should be sacred to the purpose for which
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they were created. As a member of the Committee I would protect them, would protect you and your
brother, in again recording my view and vote, that neither the whole or any part of the mailing list should

be used for any purpose other than that for which it was originally compiled. With cordial expressions of
good will and esteem. I am Very truly Yours,
H. P. Crowell.
[Written on flip side of Page 4]
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Thomas S. Smith of Chicago as well as the papers received from
Dr. Meyer.
[Written in top right corner of page 1 of the letter]
Ans 6 7/19/15

